
Local 7’s Perspective on Pre-Surgical Testing and PPE 
Highlights 

 UFCW Local 7 Recommend Testing Before all surgical and GI procedures 

 UFCW Local 7 Recommends Appropriate PPE for Workers in the Surgical Settings 

UFCW Local 7 Recommend Testing Before all surgical and GI procedures 
 
Pre- Procedure Testing:  for patients having surgery/procedures in ambulatory surgery, minor 
procedures, and gastroenterology or other procedure-based departments COVID testing should 
take place prior to any surgery. If a patient tests positive the surgery should be delayed 30 days. 
 
Background: The company has decided to start elective surgeries on a modest scale starting 
Monday 5/4, which was announced to us earlier this week. They informed us that they will not 
require COVID testing of these patients. UFCW Local 7 is advocating for COVID testing of all surgical 
patients as well as N95 masks for staff in recovery rooms (post-anesthesia care units). 
 
Rationale for Local 7’s position.  
 

 Without testing everyone, the asymptomatic patients may unknowingly spreading the virus 
to everyone in the surgery center and in the community (including during entry and leaving 
the facility and interacting with medical staff) 

 We feel that not doing so is putting our employees and the community at risk by not 
following the community standard.  

 Ambulatory surgery staff and their physician partners are devastated and petrified that 
they are not being provided the same protection that their colleagues in the community are 
receiving from their respective employers.  

 
We urge the Company to Follow the Community Standard. The following hospitals and medical 
authorities recommend and/or are following the practice of testing asymptomatic patients for 
COVID 
 

 Medical Professional Associations recommend COVID testing on all patients under the 
current community spread circumstances. 

o Ambulatory Surgery Center Association.  ASCA Statement on Resuming Elective 
Surgery as the COVID-19 Pandemic Recedes.  April 17, 2020.  Retrieved 
from https://www.ascassociation.org/asca/resourcecenter/latestnewsresourcecen
ter/covid-19/covid-19-statements-on-resuming-elective-surger/covid-19-asca-
statement-on-resuming-elective-surgery 

o American College of Surgeons, American Society of Anesthesiologists, Association of 
Perioperative Registered Nurses, American Hospital Association. Joint Statement: 
Roadmap for Resuming Elective Surgery after COVID-19 Pandemic.  April 17, 
2020.  Retrieved from https://www.facs.org/covid-19/clinical-guidance/roadmap-
elective-surgery  

o Society for Ambulatory Anesthesia. (SAMBA) Statement on Resuming Ambulatory 
Anesthesia Care as our Nation Recovers form COVID-19. April 18, 2020. Retrieved 
from https://www.ascassociation.org/asca/resourcecenter/latestnewsresourcecen
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 Colorado Hospital systems test for COVID on all surgical patients: 
o UC Health - all campuses. 
o Centura Health (St. Anthony, main and North; Ortho Colorado; Avista; All Adventist 

Hospitals; Penrose) 
o Denver Health 
o SCL Health (e.g., St. Joe’s, Good Sam, Lutheran and Platte Valley) requires the 

following among other things for surgeries 
 All patients should complete outpatient symptom screening approximately 

48 hoursprior to the scheduled procedure. 
 All Patients should complete outpatient standard COVID-19 PCR testing 

approximately 48 hours prior to the scheduled procedure. 
 All patients should receive pre-procedural symptom screening the day of the 

scheduled procedure. 
o Healthone (e.g., SkyRidge, North Suburban, PSL, Med Ctr of Aurora, Rose, 

Swedish Hospitals) systems have the following requirements among other things: 
 COVID-19 Testing: To protect you and our caregivers, we are requiring that 

every surgical patient have a COVID-19 test administered by the hospital 

within 48 hours of surgery (please see attached flyer).  

o Children's Hospital, like the rest of the community, tests all of their patients before 
their procedure. They use a 15 minute rapid testing method. According to two 
sources.  

 Many frontline surgical staff recommend testing all patients. 
o Anesthesiologists and Surgeons are vocal about their serious concerns regarding 

the" No testing" policy in ambulatory surgery.  

UFCW Local 7 Recommends Appropriate PPE for Workers in the Surgical 

Settings 
 
PPE Guidelines:   
     
Some anesthesiologists purchased their own PPE - this was done before ASC departments were 
providing N95s. Many were aware of the high risk and had to take steps to protect themselves 
immediately, at their own expense. 
 
Some PAPRS are already being used without training on proper cleaning between cases and at the 
end of the day. 
 
PPE Recommendation  

 PACU (post anesthesia care unit) nurses have only regular masks.  They should have N95s, 
face shields, gown and  gloves, as they are continuously within close proximity of their 
patients and are exposed to droplets via coughing/sneezing/touching/vomiting, etc. 

 Everyone in the OR should have N95s since no one really knows where the droplets are or 
how long they hang around.  Currently only the circulating nurse gets an N95 and the 
anesthesiologist brings his/her own.  No one else in the room is given an N95 mask. 

 
Rationale 

 It’s the safest, most appropriate practice. 
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 Other health systems are following this approach. 
 The PACU nurses @ UCHealth all wear N95s and face shields/goggles 


